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W E L C O M E

LETTER  FROM  MAP  PRESIDENT

Steven Olikara  

President and Co-Founder 

202.480.2051  

steven.olikara@millennialaction.org 

On behalf of the Millennial Action Project, I'd like to formally

welcome you to the State Future Caucus Network. Our team is

eager to begin working with you to achieve bipartisan, future-

focused reform in your State. As the youngest and now largest

demographic, millennials have the ability to re-define how we

govern, and I look forward to working alongside you to do so. 

Change starts at the local level, which is why I'm particularly

excited to welcome you to the only national, bipartisan network of

young state legislators. I hope you will find the Millennial Action

Project as a resource, and will lean on our staff to amplify your

efforts. I look forward to sharing in your successes throughout your

time in office. 

You are essential to creating a brighter future for millennials across

the state and country, and I am eager to begin affecting change. 

Dear State Future Caucus Member,

Sincerely,
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Millennials have the power to disrupt gridlock in politics and we need to invest 
in them. A plurality of us identify as independent and data shows that our 
views blend across the partisan spectrum, on issues from criminal justice 
reform to the gig economy. 

T A L K I N G  

P O I N T S

An environment of political polarization has stalled progress on key issues 
and created skepticism among millennials as to whether politics can bring 
about change. We need leaders who will legislate, rather than play party 
politics, in order to affect real change.

Political polarization is at an all time high, to the frustration of young voters. 

Below are talking points describing why the work of each State Future Caucus is 
so critical. This provides a framework for messaging in interviews, conversations, 
and Future Caucus recruitment efforts. These are general talking points; your state 
will have unique messaging and particular issues you will want to focus on too! 

Trust in government amongst young people is at its lowest point since polling 
began. Nearly half of millennials believe they don’t have a say in government 
decisions, and only 32 percent of millennials believe running for office is an 
honorable thing to do. 

Partisanship is on the rise. 2016 was the first time since 1992 
when majorities in both parties expressed "very unfavorable" views of the 
other party. 

Young people are identifying less and less with political parties, as seen 
through a decline in party affiliation. Today, with a plurality of millennials 
identifying today as independents, young people are united by specific issues 
and forward looking policies.  
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T A L K I N G  

P O I N T S

We must develop institutions that foster a constructive conversation on big 
issues. The Future Caucus creates channels for leaders to creatively 
collaborate to achieve results regardless of party. 

MAP and its Future Caucuses are working restore trust in government by 
bridging the divide between young elected officials on both sides of the aisle. 
Young legislators have a unique opportunity to cross party lines to solve 
today’s most pressing issues.  

Millennials don't identify with a single characteristic.  We value the 
intersectionality of gender, race, religion, and more. Our political beliefs are 
influenced by the totality of who we are, and our lived experiences. 
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CONTINUED

Millennials are unwilling to be tied to one political party. Elected officials 
need to double their efforts to engage young voters. If we can restore the 
generation's faith in politics, we can affect meaningful change for all 
Americans. 

The Future Caucus unites young legislators on generational issues—issues 
which have broad consensus among young Democrats and Republicans— 
and MAP will continue to push for nonpartisan approaches to the issues that 
millennials care about most. 



S O C I A L  

M E D I A

See below for sample tweets, Facebook posts, and graphics.

Over the next year, I will be working across party lines to pass future- 
focused legislation. We must invest in future generations. 
#FutureCaucus [+ GRAPHIC] 

Proud to launch [STATE]’s #FutureCaucus of young legislators working 
towards solutions. Learn more here: www.millennialaction.org

We’re leading the effort in [STATE] to break through partisan gridlock to 
reestablish political cooperation with @MActionProject. Get involved: 
www.millennialaction.org

The [STATE] Future Caucus joins @MActionProject’s Network of young 
legislators making change for millennials via bipartisanship. 

Excited to join @MActionProject’s network of young state legislators 
working to create a better future. Learn more: www.millennialaction.org

Our office is pleased to announce the launch of the [STATE] Future 
Caucus. We join the @Millennial Action Project’s national movement of 
young elected officials breaking through partisan gridlock to reestablish 
political cooperation.

We must invest in our youngest generation to ensure a stronger future for 
[STATE]. That is why I’m launching the [STATE] Future Caucus - it’s a 
commitment from myself and fellow legislators on both sides of the aisle to 
pass future-focused legislation that will benefit our state’s youngest 
residents.
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https://twitter.com/mactionproject?lang=en
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S O C I A L  

M E D I A

TODAY at [TIME]: I will join a bipartisan group of state leaders, under age 
40, to announce Future Caucus initiatives. Tune in LIVE on our Facebook 
page as we launch at the [State] Capitol!

[TITLE] [LEGISLATOR NAME] and I are co-chairing the new [STATE] 
Future Caucus. It’s crucial that our generation’s voice is heard in the 
Capitol and we will dedicate our efforts to legislation that will help our 
state’s youngest residents fight student debt, create a stronger job 
market, and encourage innovation. Learn more about these efforts and 
get involved at www.millennialaction.org 

The [STATE] Future Caucus joins the @Millennial Action Project network
of young legislators in making bipartisanship the norm for millennials. 
As a Co-Chair, I will be working across party lines to pass future-focused 
legislation. Learn more about these efforts and get involved 
at www.millennialaction.org
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CONTINUED

https://www.facebook.com/MillennialActionProject/


S O C I A L  

M E D I A
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CONTINUED

http://www.millennialaction.org/social-media
http://www.millennialaction.org/social-media


P R E S S

JACKSON, MS —  On Thursday, April 27th, Representatives Christopher England and Kyle 
South will announce the creation of the Alabama Future Caucus, a bipartisan group of 
legislators ages 40 and under. They join the Millennial Action Project's national movement of 
young elected officials breaking through partisan gridlock to reestablish political cooperation 
and create meaningful progress through government institutions. The announcement at the
Alabama State House will feature remarks from state legislators England and South on their 
leadership to address issues affecting Millennials across the state. 

Media contact: Julie Schechter, (917) 282-2754 or jschechter@skdknick.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
April 27th, 2017 
Contact: Julia Schechter, (917) 282-2754

MEDIA ADVISORY: MILLENNIAL MEMBERS OF ALABAMA LEGISLATURE TO 
FORM BIPARTISAN CAUCUS TO ADDRESS ISSUES YOUNGER ALABAMANS 

CARE ABOUT

###

The Millennial Action Project (MAP), is a national, nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to activating young 
policymakers to bridge the partisan divide and lead a new era of collaborative governance. In 2013, MAP organized America’s 
first-ever bipartisan caucus for young members of Congress, the Congressional Future Caucus. Shaping the next generation 
of leadership, MAP's Future Caucus Network has expanded into nearly twenty state legislatures and grown into the largest 

nonpartisan organization of millennial elected officials in the U.S. More info available at: www.millennialaction.org. 
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See below for a sample media advisory and press release.

WHO: Steven Olikara, Co-Founder and President of Millennial Action Project 
Representative Christopher England (D-70), Co-Chair of the Alabama Future Caucus  
Representative Kyle South (R-16), Co-Chair of the Alabama Future Caucus 

WHAT:  The official launch of the Alabama Future Caucus. 

WHERE:  Alabama State House, 11 South Union Street  

WHEN:  Thursday, April 27th at 9:00 AM 

WHY: The Alabama Future Caucus will become a part of a national network of 
legislators serving on the front lines of creating a more constructive governing 
environment for the future of our country. This community of young policymakers also 
convenes to exchange ideas and best practices, and highlight how millennial leaders 
can revitalize our democracy. 



P R E S S

MONTGOMERY, AL— Today, Representatives Christopher England (D-70) and Kyle South 
(R-16) announced the creation of the bipartisan Alabama State Future Caucus, a brand-new 
caucus comprised of state legislators under age 40. The announcement is part of a nation-wide
movement in state houses across the country where millennial legislators are seeking to find 
common ground in an era of hyper partisanship.  

The caucus will focus on issues that these Millennials care about, including student debt and 
clean energy. Alabama's Future Caucus will be part of the Millennial Action Project's national 
effort to support young elected officials as they work to break through partisan gridlock and 
reestablish political cooperation.  

While there has been a great deal of attention directed at dysfunction and gridlock in 
government, there is a counter-movement underway--led by Millennials--that seeks to disrupt 
the status quo in government. Millennial Action Project hopes that as additional younger state 
legislators course a path of bipartisanship and cooperation, they will be able to bring this 
perspective to Washington. Currently, 15 Millennial members of Congress began their 
legislative careers in state houses.  

"Millennial Action Project is thrilled to expand its State Future Caucus network in the South, 
with Alabama today joining Florida and Georgia. It's encouraging that Reps. England and 
South are committed to working together, across party lines, to make sure that our voices are 
heard at the state capitol," said Steven Olikara, Co-Founder and President of Millennial Action 
Project. "Millennials have the power to shape the future of politics in our country, if today is any 
indication, we have a bright future ahead of us."  

"I'm honored to serve as a Co-Chair of the Alabama Future Caucus and with my colleagues, 
support the work of the Millennial Action Project as we work to find new and innovative ways to 
tackle political issues that are important to younger generations," added Rep.  England. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
April 27th, 2017 
Contact: Julia Schechter, (917) 282-2754 

MILLENNIAL ALABAMA STATE LEGISLATORS LAUNCH BIPARTISAN 
CAUCUS TO ADDRESS ISSUES MOST IMPORTANT TO YOUNG 

PEOPLE IN ALABAMA

Alabama State Future Caucus to be Led by Democrat Christopher England and 
 Republican Kyle South 
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P R E S S

The Millennial Action Project (MAP), is a national, nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to activating young 
policymakers to bridge the partisan divide and lead a new era of collaborative governance. In 2013, MAP organized 

America’s first-ever bipartisan caucus for young members of Congress, the Congressional Future Caucus. Shaping the next 
generation of leadership, MAP's Future Caucus Network has expanded into nearly twenty state legislatures and grown into 

the largest nonpartisan organization of millennial elected officials in the U.S. More info available at: www.millennialaction.org. 

###

Rep. South noted, "I'm thrilled to lead the Alabama Future Caucus with Rep. England to ensure 
that the concerns of millennials are a priority when the Alabama House of Representatives sets 
its agenda each session." 

Media contact: Julia Schechter, (917) 282-2754 or jschechter@skdknick.com 
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E N G A G E M E N T  

I D E A S

In addition to the creation of the Future Caucus and recruitment of members, 
there are numerous ways to grow your caucus and engage millennials. 

Whether your goals are to interact with young professionals in your district or 
pass legislation, MAP has provided suggestions to create a successful Future 
Caucus.

1) Design a logo for your State Future Caucus. 

9) Add "Future Caucus Co-Chair" to your website and social media bios.  

10) Recognize Millennial Action Project and your creation of the Future Caucus during 
floor remarks. 

2) Work with MAP to complete a "Get To Know A Legislator" Interview. MAP will 
publish the interview to amplify your voice!

3) Host a Future Caucus event at your state capitol.

4) Attend the Future Summit in July 2018 in Los Angeles, CA. Legislator travel 
scholarships are available to assist with travel and lodging. 

5) Plan a policy roundtable to explore potential bipartisan legislation.

6) Plan a "Tweet and Meet" reception with local millennials.

7) Share your successes with MAP staff- through our website and social media 
platforms, we will feature your state.

8) Join the State Future Caucus Network Facebook group to network and share 
ideas with other state legislators.

11

http://tinyurl.com/2017FutureSummit
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StateFutureCaucusNetwork/


E N G A G E M E N T  

I D E A S
Here are some examples of ways in which Future Caucuses around the country 
have engaged with MAP, millennial constituents, and each other: 

IN Co-Chair Rep. Dan Forestal hosted a 
Pancakes & Politics Breakfast with the 
Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce. 

GA Co-Chair Rep. Dar'shun Kendrick welcomed the 
Alabama and Florida Future Caucuses via Twitter. 

MAP featured Rep. Tom Demmer (R-IL) and 
others in their Get to Know a Legislator series. 

In Pennsylvania, Future Caucus members held
a joint press conference to announce proposed 
tuition freezes for public universities. 

The California Future Caucus held a panel 
discussion on millennial political engagement with
young social and technology entrepreneurs. 

NGN joined MAP to host a luncheon 
with young professionals from around the state. 
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CONTINUED

http://www.millennialaction.org/events/in-future-caucus-co-chairs-join-indianapolis-chamber-of-commerce-for-pancakes-and-politics
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibntOvkL7UAhVBaz4KHau2BUAQFggmMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2Fmillennial-voices%2Fget-to-know-a-legislator-rep-tom-demmer-r-il-fc0aeb7bb251&usg=AFQjCNGwouc9hV1JygetJH0zLFyDRBL68w
http://www.millennialaction.org/press-archives/media-roundup-pa-future-caucus-unveils-tuition-freeze-legislation
http://www.millennialaction.org/events/california-future-caucus-leads-young-entrepreneur-panel-to-assess-millennial-policy-needs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StateFutureCaucusNetwork/


S T A T E  W I N S
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Creation of an online voter 

registration system

Signed Into Law: 

September 2016

California

Signed Into Law:  

October 2015

Allowed State employees  

access to ridesharing  

travel reimbursement

Ohio

Signed Into Law:  

June 2015

Legislation to allow non-profits

to use Texas’s new

crowdfunding system.

Texas



K E E P  I N  

T O U C H
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MAP State Future Caucus Network

Contact Us

cherisse.eatmon@millennialaction.org

facebook.com/millennialactionproject

@MActionProject

(202) 480-2051

http://facebook.com/millennialactionproject
https://twitter.com/MActionProject?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

